
EOSC Future Train the Trainer “Preparing to train on EOSC”, Pre-reading

Investigation activity: Explore EOSC links within learner context

Self-guided exercise, duration c. 30 - 60 minutes.

In order to assist your researchers, librarians, or institutes with an understanding how EOSC
(already) influences their research or organisation, it is helpful to draw their attention to
EOSC-links that already exist within their institution/national context. These could be
infrastructures, ERICs, research consortia, training networks or other initiatives. There is
also an increasing effort to develop and align Open Science policies within Europe.

So before the How to train about EOSC training workshop, take a moment to look at the
table below and determine what resources are available to you. You can add as many rows
as you find useful. There may well be overlap between the different categories. This can be
used as a reference sheet for further teaching.

EOSC is already maintaining a list of their partners within countries that can be viewed here:
https://eosc-portal.eu/policy/EU-Countries. This makes for an excellent starting point for the
exercise, but try to find other relevant resources as well. You might be well aware of the
Open Science landscape in your country, but the links below the table can help you further.
Finally, there are links below the table that can help you get started, or be used for your own
resource building.

Table to fill in

Country:

Type of
resource

Name of
resource

URL Description Notes

Infrastructure

ERICs

Training
networks

Research
consortia

https://eosc-portal.eu/policy/EU-Countries


Open Science
policies

Other

More information and useful links
Infrastructure

● The European Commission’s web page on Research Infrastructures explains what
these are and where to find more information.

○ Example: The webpage lists the ELIXIR project, which brings together
European life science resources. If you visit the ELIXIR website, you can see
there are ELIXIR nodes in many European countries, probably including
yours.

■ Example: If you are from Czechia, you can find that the Czech and
Finnish national nodes are building an authentication and
authorization infrastructure.

■ What is happening in your country within ELIXIR?
● Your national funder might also have information on their website.

○ Example: The Dutch funder NWO has information on European research
infrastructures on its website (see also below under ERICs).

● EUDAT is a pan-European Collaborative Data Infrastructure, bringing together more
than 20 research organisations, data and computing centres. They are heavily
involved in EOSC (see for example https://eudat.eu/projects).

○ Is your country represented by one or more of the involved organisations or
centres?

● Do you know of national / within-country technical / data infrastructure? Are they
aligned to EOSC?

○ Example: SURF in the Netherlands provides digital services for education and
research. They have multiple international cooperations, among which with
EOSC.

ERICs
● On the European Commission’s web page on ERICs you can find what these are.

There is also a list of active ERICs available.
○ Example: Under ‘Latest’, you can find that “MIRRI [has been] granted the

ERIC status”. If you are from Portugal, Belgium, France, Latvia, or Spain, this
Microbial Resource Research Infrastructure is a relevant ERIC for you.

○ Example: On the list of active ERICs, you can find CESSDA, the Consortium
of European Social Science Data Archives, with partners and members in
most European countries.

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/strategy/strategy-2020-2024/our-digital-future/european-research-infrastructures_en
https://www.elixir-europe.org/
https://elixir-europe.org/about-us/who-we-are/nodes
http://www.elixir-europe.org/about-us/who-we-are/nodes/czech-republic
http://www.elixir-europe.org/about-us/who-we-are/nodes/czech-republic
http://www.elixir-europe.org/about-us/who-we-are/nodes/czech-republic
https://www.nwo.nl/en/research-infrastructure
https://www.nwo.nl/en/research-infrastructure
https://eudat.eu/
https://eudat.eu/eudat-cdi/members
https://eudat.eu/eudat-cdi/members
https://eudat.eu/projects
https://www.surf.nl/en
https://www.surf.nl/en/about-surf/surf-international-cooperation
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/strategy/strategy-2020-2024/our-digital-future/european-research-infrastructures/eric_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/strategy/strategy-2020-2024/our-digital-future/european-research-infrastructures/eric/eric-landscape_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/mirri-granted-eric-status-2022-07-19_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/mirri-granted-eric-status-2022-07-19_en
https://www.cessda.eu/
https://www.cessda.eu/
https://www.cessda.eu/About/Consortium
https://www.cessda.eu/About/Consortium


Training networks
● The OpenAIRE Community of Practice is an informal network for research and

e-infrastructure training coordinators. You can get an idea of which organisations and
individuals are active in such training in your country by looking at the members list.

○ Example: There are several mentions of the University of Edinburgh, and an
internet search shows that this organisation provides online research data
management training.

● The EOSC Executive Board Skills & Training Working Group, which was active
during 2020, wrote a report, ‘Digital skills for FAIR and open science’, in which
chapter 6 focuses on the national digital landscape.

Research consortia
There is a certain overlap here with research infrastructures and European Research
Infrastructure Consortia (ERICs). Can you think, or find on the internet, other research
consortia with European links? Does any of these have links with EOSC?

● Internet searches bring up:
○ Example: EUIDEA, a project and research consortium involving multiple

countries in Europe. There does not appear to be a direct link with EOSC yet.
○ Example: E-RIHS, the European Research Infrastructure for Heritage

Science, with nodes in 24 countries. In this case, E-RIHS participates in
EOSC.

● Your national funder’s website might also have more information.
○ Example: The German funder DFG has a list of funded National Research

Data Infrastructure consortia.

Open Science policies
There is an increasing effort to develop and align Open Science policies within Europe, but a
lot of diversity still exists. What are the Open Science policies in your country and to what
extent are they aligned to European and other national Open Science policies?
More information in:

● the report ‘An Analysis of Open Science Policies in Europe’ (Sveinsdottir et al. 2021).
● CESSDA’s Data Management Expert Guide, Chapter 1 ‘Plan’, European diversity

section.

Other
You are probably familiar with the main (national) research data repositories in your country,
or are able to find them online. If they did not already come up above, can you look them up
and find if they are already participating in EOSC? If so, in what way?

○ Example: DANS in the Netherlands participates in various EOSC projects and
task forces.

○ Example: the Digital Repository of Ireland is also involved in EOSC in multiple
ways.

https://www.openaire.eu/cop-training
https://mantra.ed.ac.uk/
https://mantra.ed.ac.uk/
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/af7f7807-6ce1-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-190694287
https://euidea.eu/the-project/
https://euidea.eu/consortium/
https://euidea.eu/consortium/
http://www.e-rihs.eu/
http://www.e-rihs.eu/
http://www.e-rihs.eu/e-rihs-national-hubs/
http://www.e-rihs.eu/documentation/
http://www.e-rihs.eu/documentation/
https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/programmes/nfdi/funded_consortia/index.html
https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/programmes/nfdi/funded_consortia/index.html
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4725817
https://dmeg.cessda.eu/Data-Management-Expert-Guide/1.-Plan/European-diversity
https://dmeg.cessda.eu/Data-Management-Expert-Guide/1.-Plan/European-diversity
https://dans.knaw.nl/en/collaborations/?filter=true&page=2
https://dans.knaw.nl/en/collaborations/?filter=true&page=2
https://dri.ie/collaborations
https://dri.ie/collaborations
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